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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
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may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  11TH  ARMORED  CAVALRY  REGIMENT 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96257 


AVIC-WE  15  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  ATI  AS  UEDG.'i 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION: 


Transmitted  hereviith  is  the  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  .-.TLAS 
WEDGE,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  conducted  by  the  11th  Amored 
Cavalry  Regiment  (-),  CPCON  to  the  1  st  Inf  entry  Division,  during  the  period 
17-24  inarch  1969. 


FOR  THE  CORIANDER: 


1  Incl 
as 


Assistant  Mutant 
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1  CG,  USAAV 
1  CG,  IIFFV 
3  CG,  MACV 
1  USAAS 
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2  ACSFOR 
1  USAAS 

1  USAAC 

1  US  i'ilitary  Academy 
1  CO,  11th  ACR 
1  XD,  11th  ACR 
1  Staff,  11th  ACR 

3  CO,  28th  MHD,  11th  ACR 


FOR  OT  UT 
69X027 
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1.  REFERENCES:  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Repiiront  F3AG0  105  (201300H  !lar  69)  end 
FRAGO  106  (221200H  Mar  69)  to  OPCORD  4-68  (Operation  TO A!!  THANG,  Phase  III). 
There  were  no  written  orders  from  either  the  1st  Infantry  Division  or  II 
Field  Force,  Vietnam, 

2.  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE. 

b.  Reconnaissance  in  Force. 

3.  INCLUSIVE  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  17-24  >krch  1969. 

4.  L  ‘  LION:  Northern  MLchelin  Rubber  Plantation  to  ILNH  THANG  CIDG  Camp 
(XT6351"-  XT5153  -  XT6367  -  XT6565). 

5.  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS:  Keadquarto: d,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

6.  GENERAL: 

a.  Purpose  of  Operation:  To  interdict  the  southerly  movement  of  the 
7th  NVA  Division  towards  SAIGON. 

b.  Pertinent  or  unusual  aspects  of  the  Operation: 

(1 )  The  unexpected  posture  of  the  NVA  within  the  MLchelin. 

(2)  The  marriage  of  Tac  Air,  Army  aviation,  armor,  and  inf  entry. 

(3)  Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE  was  the  first  operation  within  the  limits 
of  the  MLchelin  Plantation  which  employed  massive  firepower. 

c.  Task  Organization  Outline:  See  ANNEX  A. 

7.  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Anticipated  fciemy  Situation:  II  Field  Force  intelligence  sources 
indicated  that  the  7th  NVA  Division  was  infiltrating  southward  from  the 
LOC  NINH  Area  through  the  Michelin  Rubber  Plantation  toward  SAlOGN.  The 
7th  NVA  Division  consisted  of  three  regimaftt*,  the  141st,  the  165th,  ?nd 
the  320th.  Each  regiment  had  an  estimated  strength  of  1,200  men,  and  tho 
strength  of  the  7th  NVA  Division  was  placed  at  5,000.  It  was  believed  that 
at  least  one  regiment  was  located  near  the  ?3.chelin  and  that  the  of'er  units 
were  north  of  the  MLchelin  Area  Along  the  infiltration  oorridor  from  Cambodi®. 
There  was  little  intelligence  information  available  on  the  'ichelin. 

b.  Enemy  Capabilities:  The  7th  NVA  Division  was  believed  to  have  the 
japability  to  engage  1st  Infantry  Division  u*its  along  the  SAIGON  Corridor 
and  to  mount  a  major  offensive  drive  on  SAIGON  with  the  support  of  other 
enemy  units. 
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C.  Logistics:  It  was  believed  that  tie  division  was  fully  equipped  and 
would  have  supply  caches  along  its  route  toward  SAIGON.  Elements  of  the 
division  would  secure  routes  of  supply  and  withdrawal. 

d.  Terr. dn  and  Weather:  Terrain  in  the  DAU  TIENG  Are-  consists  of  thick 
jungle  interdicted  by  several  streams  running  generally  north  to  south.  The 
MLchelin  is  a  typical  rubber  area,  but  in  the  long  duration  since  cessation 
of  full-time  operation  low  ground  vegetation  had  grown  up  among  the  trees. 

The  weather  was  typical  of  the  dry  season  with  temperatures  in  the  90* s 
and  no  precipitation  for  the  duration  of  the  operation.  Flying  conditions 
remained  excellent  with  almost  unlimited  visibility  throughout  the  daylight 
hours.  The  dry  March  weather  also  favored  armored  mobility. 

e.  Enemy  Disposition  and  Tactics:  Enemy  regimental  and  battalion 
commanders  normally  reconnoiter  the  objective  prior  to  a  large  scale  attack. 
Following  the  reconnaissance,  approx!::.  sly  one  month  is  used  to  rehearse 
and  train.  Involved  units  will  then  move  to  a  staging  area  and  select 
locations  for  regrouping  and  withdrawal.  Covert  penetration  to  neutralize 
key  defenses,  harassing  indirect  fire,  and  severing  routes  of  reinforcement 
usually  precede  battalion-size  attacks. 

f.  Enemy  Reaction  and  Summary  of  Important  Enemy  Contacts: 

(1 )  The  large  body  of  enemy  troops  in  the  MLchelin  were  wholly 
unprepared  for  air  or  ground  attack  on  17  March  1969,  the  first  day  of  contact. 
Air  Cavalry  Troop  Scouts  observed  large  groups  of  NVA  troops  in  the  rubber. 

They  made  little  effort  to  hide  from  Allied  observation.  Air  C.a  r.lr~  Troop 
strikes  represented  the  first  hostile  fire  received  by  the  enemy  in  the 
ISLcholin  Plaatatior .  During  the  remainder  of  the  operation,  enevv  forces 
attempted  to  avoid  aerial  observation. 

Enemy  forces  in  the  T£Lchelin  Area  withdrew  north  and  nortenst  from  the  MLchelin 
between  17  and  21  March.  A  FW  from  tho  320th  Puagimont  stated  that  his  unit 
left  the  MLchelin  on  21  M\rch  because  of  Allied  operations  in  the  plantation. 
Information  provided  by  FW*s  indicated  that  the  141st  loft  the  'Ichelin  on 
17  March  and  moved  north. 

(2)  Major  Enagomonts: 

(a)  On  17  i'far,  Air  Cavalry  Troop  (ACT)  received  ground  fire 
from  estimated  two  company  enemy  force  at  XT586541  •  Tho  fire  was  returned 
and  Tac  Air,  artillery,  and  light  firoto.uns  (LFT*s)  supported.  Visual  recon¬ 
naissance  (VR)  of  the  aro;.\  reveled  30  NVA  KBA  (BC),  10  bicycles,  6  tons 

of  rico,  and  15  50-lb  packs. 

(b)  On  18  Far,  1st  end  3rd  Squadrons  entorod  a  large  bunker 
coplox  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  MLchelin  Rubber  Plantation.  The  series 

of  contacts  began  at  1600  hours  and  continued  until  1800  hours.  The  results 
of  tho  ongagoment  nro  as  follows: 
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UNIT 

DTP 

COORDINATES 

RESULTS 

B  Troop 

181600H 

XT600510 

1  NVA  KIA 

D  Company 

181600H 

XT600510 

21  NVA  KIA 

M  Company 

181600H 

XT570550 

2  VC  KIA 

L  Troop 

181630H 

XT865550 

6  NVA  KIA 

CIDG  (OPCON) 

181700H 

XT593562 

2  NVA  KIA 

H  Company 

181710H 

XT 574 544 

6  NVA  KIA 

M  Company 

181730H 

XT870550 

34  NVA  KIA, 
NVA  Rf»s  ' 

The  five  prisoners  were  identified  as  members  of  Cl 8  (Anti -Aircraft  Co), 
320th  N7/.  Regiment. 

(c)  191810,  XT553524:  B/l /11th  ACR  received  SA/AW  fire  from 
on  un k  fise  NVA  force.  Hie  enemy  was  'v  -  aged  and  LFT  supported.  Results: 
20  NVfi  K1A  (BC),  1  NVA  FW,  end  1  AK-4;'..  J  RPG-7  RL's,  1  RPO-2  RL,  end  1  B-41 
rd  CIA. 


(d)  191845,  XT575558:  CIDG  Co  (DS  to  3rd  Squadron)  engaged  unk 
size  NVA  force.  L  and  >V3/l1th  ACR  reinforced  and  LFT  and  SPOOKY  supported, 
resulting  in  13  NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  1  VC  ?!•/. 

(o)  201132,  XT591580:  Hie  ARP*s  engaged  an  estimated  company 

size  force  while  conducting  BDA.  M  and  l/3/llth  ACR  and  1-5th  Cav  reinforced 
end  LFT  and  Tac  Air  supported.  Results:  Z  US  KHA  and  20  US  WHA.  Hie  area 
was  swept  the  following  morning  and  70  NVA  KIA  (BC),  24  AK-47fs,  4  AK-50*s, 

20  SKS*s,  80  bunkers,  and  10  lbs  of  documents  wore  found.  Hie  bunkers  were 
destroyed  and  all  other  items  were  evacuated. 

(f)  211122,  XT849503:  B/2/28th  Lnf  found  a  cache  consisting 

of  32  AK-47's,  22  back  packs,  personal  gear,  29  RPC*-2  rds,  6,000  rds  AK-47 
ammunition,  50  blasting  caps,  3,200  rds  7.62mm  ammunition,  1,300  rds  . 50-col 
ammunition,  8  82mm  mortar  rds,  and  1  case  C-3  explosive.  All  items  were 
evacuated. 


(g)  221430,  XT600620:  C/l/llth  ACR  engaged  an  unknown  number 
of  NVA  in  an  area  that  ACT  spotted  10  NVA,  D/2/28th  Inf  reinforced.  Results: 
8  NVA  KIA  (BC).  1  NVA  FW  (WIA,  later  died),  and  3  US  WHA  (2  C/l/llth  ACR  and 
1  D/2/28th  Inf). 

g.  Conclusions:  Allied  oporations  pre-empted  the  southward  infiltra¬ 
tion  of  the  7th  NVA  Division,  It  appears  that  the  141st  •'uid  320th  NVA 
Regiments  are  now  roassessing  their  positions. 

8.  CONCEPT  OF  THE  OPERATION :  Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE,  a  three  division 
(1st  Inf  Div,  1st  Cav  Div  (AM),  and  25th  Inf  Div)  operation,  was  conceived 
to  destroy  a  strong  enemy  buildup  in  the  vicinity  of  the  IfiLchelin  Plantation. 
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Ihe  11th  ACR(-)  was  responsible  for  re c onr.’i s sx ice  in  force  missions  with 
two  squadrons  abreast  in  the  Mlchelin  and  conducting  B-52  BDA's  with  one 
squadron  while  the  other  squadron  searched  and  cleared  the  Michelin, 

9.  EXECUTION? 

a,  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  received  warning  orders  on  15  "larch, 
and,  following  a  II  Field  Force  planning  conference  on  16  Iforch,  received 
final  orders  for  participation  in  Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE.  These  ordors 
included  on  AO,  objective  areas,  and  the  expected  commitment  of  forces,  which 
at  this  tiJte  included  one  armored  cavalry  squadron  and  one  inf  antry  battalion. 
The  AO  included  none  of  the  Michelin  Plantation. 

b,  ‘7  March  1969:  Four  0H-6A  TCli2s  and  the  Air  Cavalrv  Troop  comand 
and  control  ship  (UR-1H)  began  their  initial  reconnaissance  of  the  Regimental 
AO  on  the  afternoon  of  17  March.  It  s o-.z  became  evident  that  the  are"  was 
being  occupied  by  a  large  enemy  forco..  Lirge  groups  of  North  Vietnamese  Army 
forces  were  seen  through  the  rubber  trees.  ACT  aircraft  received  heavy 
ground  fire  vie  XT5953  as  they  skirted  the  MLchelin  and  clearance  to  fire 

was  requested.  While  waiting  for  clearance,  every  L0H,  the  C&C  ship,  rand  even 
the  FAC's  flying  at  high  altitude  continued  to  sight  Large  bodies  of  enemy 
troops.  The  onamy  mode  little  or  no  attempt  to  hide  fra?  the  helicopters. 

After  a  ninety  minute  delay,  the  ACT  was  given  clearance  to  engage  the  enemy 
based  on  the  1st  Division  rules  of  engagement  (return  fire  if  fired  upon, 
but  in  no  case  commit  troops  to  any  contact  developed).  The  ground  fire 
was  engaged  with  LOH  ai-d  Cobra  guns  hip  aircraft. 

Additional  heavy  ground  fire  was  received  from  within  the  NE  Mlcholin  ~nd 
permission  was  requested  to  place  Tac  Air  on  these  anti-aircraft  positions. 
After  a  two  end  one-half  hour  delay,  permission  was  granted,  and,  throughout 
tho  remainder  of  the  day,  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  Conrrnder  directed  Tac  air- 
strikes  against  the  enemy,  TVo  cobras  remained  on  station  throughout  the 
day  end  made  repeated  strikes  agrinst  the  enemy  locations.  Oho  LCH  was 
damaged  by  ground  fire  and  flew  to  LAI  KHE  for  repairs.  The  throe  rera\ining 
LOH's  continued  to  fly  low  level  reconnoissanco  missions  end  to  engage  grouDS 
of  enooy  soldiers  on  numerous  occasions.  A  total  of  nine  airstrikes  were 
placed  in  the  NE  Michelin.  The  airs  trike*  and  Army  aviation  accounted  for 
a  confirmed  30  KBA  (BC),  10  bicycles,  6  tons  of  rice,  aid  15  ?0-lb  p-cks. 

based  on  tho  day's  action,  the  requests  for  AO  extensions  in  the  'Ichelin 
and  a  new  task  organisation  of  two  armored  cavalry  squadrons  were  approved, 
nnd  1st  and  3rd  Squadrons  wore  alerted  for  movement  into  the  Uchelin. 

c,  18  March  1^69:  The  Air  Cavalry  Tfcoop  employed  five  LCH's,  one  Ctc C 
ship,  rad  two  cobras  at  first  light  in  on  cllempt  to  re-establish  contact 
with  the  enemy.  Early  indications  suggested  that  the  majority  of  the  min 
force  units  that  were  presont  tho  previous  day  hod  departed  tho  area,  Severn! 
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aquad-sized  elements  were  discovered  by  the  LOH*s  and  engaged  by  the  cobras. 

Che  scout  ship  was  demagod  by  ground  fire  and  its  observer  wounded.  letter 
in  the  day,  an  anti-aircraft  position  was  located  by  the  LOFPs  and  neutral¬ 
ized  by  Tac  oirstrikos  directed  by  the  Troop  Commander. 

Combat  maneuver  elements  of  the  1st  Squadron,  consisting  of  B,  C,  and  D  Troops, 
moved  west  from  FSB  HOLIDAY  INN  and  Hw y  13  along  the  "great  swath",  a  large 
Rome  Plow  cut  leading  form  Hwy  13  to  the  ItLchelin.  3rd  Squadron  departed 
AO  BOOTS  at  0500  tyid  conducted  n  road  march  west  along  ROUTE  ZINC  to  Hwy  13, 
running  into  the  trll  end  of  the  1st  Squadron  which  was  beginning  the  march 
southwest  from  XT793546  to  the  llchelin,  The  order  of  march  was  H/2/llth  ACR 
(OPCON  3rd  Squadron),  M  and  l/3/llth  ACR,  and  the  Squadron  Jump  CP.  3rd 
Squad v'  arrived  at  X1793546  by  0730, 

Three  "<L\>ke  points"  along  the  cross-country  route  into  the  MLchelin  where 
tho  road  could  not  be  parallelled  the  Regimonteil  (- )  movement. 

A/2/28 th  Inf  and  two  sweep  teems  fro:  e  919th  Engineers  were  air  assaulted 

into  those  areas.  At  each  of  tho  locations,  mine  detectors  checked  out  the 
culvert  sites  and  route  from  tho  side  of  the  rood  to  the  culverts.  A  ford 
was  checked  for  mines  at  XT615523  and  the  AVU3  site  was  also  swept.  No  mines 
were  found.  The  Squadrons  had  been  prepared  to  use  AVLB’s  at  the  choke 
points,  but  none  were  required  as  the  enginoer  swoop  teems  were  able  to  ^ler.r 
a  path  across  the  critical  areas  along  the  existing  ro^d. 

As  each  Squadron  passed  through  each  "choko  point",  an  element  of  A/2/28th 
Inf  at  the  point  passed  OPCON  to  the  Squadron,  When  1st  Squadron  crossed  the 
final  "choke  point"  ai,  XT6i5522,  A/2/28th  Inf  fell  back  into  an  ~rea  vie 
XT617521  and  established  FSB  DOC. 

Simultaneously  with  the  slow,  uneventful  move  of  the  two  Squadrons,  How/l/llth 
ACR  moved  from  FSB  HOLIDAY  INN  (XT909335)  to  FSB  THUNDER  II  (XT783557)  to 
provide  fire  support  and  HHT/3/llth  ACR  cleared  NDP  B.'JNDIT  HILL  in  TAN  BINH 
Village  (XT862362),  turned  control  of  AO  BOOTS  over  to  TF  2-28th  Inf,  and 
began  its  road  march  by  1000  hours.  HHT/3/llth  ACR  arrived  at  its  new  CP' 
(XT790545)  and  the  Squadron  TOC  was  operating  by  1335.  By  late  afternoon, 

1st  Squadron  hod  deploved  its  two  A VLB's  (XT6l°52l  end  XT6Q4515)  md, 
proceeding  across  them,  assumed  the  southwest  portion  of  the  AO.  3rd 
Squadron  proccodod  across  the  first  AVU3  and  headed  totfard  tho  northwest. 
H/2/llth  ACR  proceeded  along  the  east  flank  of  tho  Squadro::  AO  into  -  heavily 
wooded  area  (XT598526)  which  slowed  its  progress.  >73/1 1th  ACR,  followed 
by  I/3/l  1th  ACR,  moved  parallel  but  to  tho  west  of  H/2/llth  ACR  and  found 
movement  less  difficult.  Tho  Squadron  Com  aider, -overhead' in  a  CfiC  ship, 
dirocted  the  ground  olements. 

T^o  white  te-ons  (4  wore  dispatched  to  aid  tho  control  of  friendly 

ground  elegants. .  The  remaining  LOH  directed  airstrikos  to  the  west  of  the 
groung  elements.  A  pink  team  (one  0HQ6A  and  or.o  AH-1G)  in  support  of  the 
3rd  Squadron  located  an  active  base  c^mp  (BC1 )  and  >/3/Hth  ACR  cor.ti-ued 
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movement  in  its  direction.  L/3/l 1 th  A OR,  following  closelv  behind  N/3/llth 
ACR,  was  maneuvered  by  the  Squadron  Corn  vender  to  a  potontial  crossing  point 
across  a  marshy  streamline  to  redeploy  against  another  base  camp  (BG2) 
discovered  earlier  by  the  pink  team. 

At  1600  hours,  two  platoons  of  H/3/llth  ACR  established  contcct  and  engaged 
an  unknown  l*zq  onemy  force  vie  BC1,  killing  2  NVA.  Ihe  Squadron  Cora?.;  nder 
immediately  called  for  lift  support  and  two  platoons  A/l-5th  Cav  were 
lifted  from  their  RON  position  to  an  LZ  vie  XT579538.  M/3/llth  ACR  con¬ 
tinued  its  attack,  gaining  the  first  infantry  platoon,  and  moved  into  BC4. 
H/2/llth  ACR  broke  out  of  the  heavily  wooded  area  and,  following  the  same 
Tuute,  roached  the  LZ  where  the  second  air- inserted  platoon  of  A/l-5th  Cav 
bocarna  OPCCN.  L/3/llth  ACR  continued  to  move  toward  BC2  frorn  the  e^st.  At 
the  ir.  nded  crossing  site  of  tho  r,r\  uh/south  stream  to  the  east  of  Bc2, 
L/3/llth  ACR  engaged  a  small  NVA  element  vie  XT575538.  Iho  marsh  •  ground 
along  the  stream  prevented  crossing  '■ na  the  Squadron  Commander  moved  the 
Troop  further  north  to  find  mother  >  suitable  crossing  site. 

Ihe  Aero  Scouts  found  another  active  base  camp  vie  BC3,  Tin  H  swept  between 
BC1  end  BC4  on  into  BC3  and  imnedir.tely  erme  under  heavy  RPG  and  AW  fire. 
During  the  twenty  minute  firefight,  two  tanks  were  hit  by  RPG's,  one  catching 
fire  end  becoming  a  combat  loss.  Although  4  US  Troopors  were  wounded,  6  NVA 
KIA's  were  found  along  with  1  RPG- 7  launcher  and  1  AK-47.  An  L7»  was 
clearod  several  hundred  motors  northwest  of  BC3  to  evacuate  the  wounded. 

L  Troop  continued  north.  About  1700,  it  reached  a  crossing  noint  and  turned 
west.  As  1/3/1 1th  ACR  crossed  the  stream,  it  encountered  extremely  heavy 
RPG  firo;  due  to  the  lack  of  cloar  fields  of  fire,  however,  most  of  the 
rounds  exploded  in  tho  trees.  The  Troop  Comrrnder  maneuvered  one  of  his 
platoons  to  tho  north  so  as  to  onvolop  the  enemy  from  a  second  direction. 

In  the  process,  two  troopers  from  tho  initial  platoon  sustained  wounds  and 
several  ACAV's  were  ordered  back  to  the  east  to  clear  an  LZ  so  that  they 
could  bo  ovacuatod. 

Iho  intensity  of  fire  increased  as  the  dustoff  arrived.  Both  platoons  wore 
receiving  dense  firo  and  10  more  casualties  wore  sustained,  one  a  a  platoon 
loader  who  was  DQA  at  tho  hospital  in  LAI  KHE.  As  daxknoss  fell,  the 
intensity  of  contact  subsided  enough  for  L/3/llth  ACR  to  identify  6  NVA  KIA 
(BC),  but  a  canplote  swoop  of  the  area  was  not  possible  until  morning. 

L  Troop  pulled  back  to  its  LZ  after  completing  all  its  dustoffs  and  estab¬ 
lished  an  NDP, 

By  1810  hours,  lb  M’s  sweep  had  resulted  in  34  KIA’s  md  5  PW’s.  Ih8  aggres¬ 
siveness  of  lb  M’s  initial  contact  was  responsible  for  the  fact  that  there 
was  only  ono  casualty  who  was  evacuated  early  in  the  firofight  and  no 
oquipcent  or  vehicle  losses.  Ihe  five  FW's  were  identified  a3  aambors  of  Cl 8 
(anti-aircraft  Co),  320th  NVA  Regiment.  As  darkness  fell,  lb  M  pulled  back 
to  its  1 Z  end  set  up  an  NDP. 
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D  and  B/l/llth  ACR  established  contact  at  1600  hours  iust  inside  the  Mich- 
elin  Plantation  (XT588508),  receiving  SA  and  RPG  fire  from  the  north.  They 
returned  fire  and  continued  to  push  in  a  wedge  formation  with  D/l/llth  in 
the  lead  and  B  and  C/l/llth  ACR  on  the  left  and  right  respectively  along  the 
western  AO  border.  The  formation  then  oriented  on  the  NVA  to  the  north  and 
continued  the  push.  During  the  contact  vie  XT600510,  there  were  21  NVA  KIA's 
by  D  Company,  1  NVA  KIA  by  C  Troop,  and  1  NVA  KIA  by  B  Troop.  Friendly 
losses  were  1  US  KHA  and  3  US  WHA. 

Ihe  CIDG  Company  from  iilNH  TH.1NH  (XT630663),  which  was  0PC0N  to  Air  Cavalry 
Troop  and  had  been  working  east  of  the  Iftchelin  vie  XT5956,  moved  beck  into 
the  rubber  to  RON.  As  the  CIDG  cleared  the  jungle,  0PC0N  passed  to  3rd 
Squad.-.  . . v  because  ACT  could  not  prov’-de  C&C  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  AT 
1700  ho.a  s,  the  CIDG  Company  encountered  and  engaged  an  unknown  size  enemy 
force,  killing  2  NVA  while  sustaining  7.  casualties.  The  CIDG  Company  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  XT585567  where  it  establish.  •  its  NDP. 

d.  19  March  1969:  Darkness  precluded  total  accounting  of  results  of 
the  sweeps  on  18  March,  Renewed  sweeps  the  next  morning  found  m ,?nv  blood 
trails  and  drag  marks  which  substantiated  estimates  that  the  action  had 
been  considerably  more  successful  than  the  total  bodies  and  weapons/equip- 
ment  found  would  indicate.  Progress  was  slow  throughout  the  day  because 
of  extensive  bunker  complexes  found  by  all  elements.  These  complexes  demand¬ 
ed  caution  and  thorough  search  techniques  as  well  as  time- con su  dng 
destruction. 

The  Air  Cavalry  Troop  provided  a  white  team  (two  0H-6AfS)  for  each  squadron 
as  well  as  a  Cobra  firetom  and  the  Troop  Commander's  ship  on  station.  The 
Squadrons,  while  making  sporadic  contact  with  RPG  teams  and  platoon-size 
elements  throughout  the  day,  were  led  from  base  camp  to  base  ccmp  by  the 
white  teams  overhead.  The  enemy's  stay-behind  force  was  fighting  a  har¬ 
assing  and  dolaying  action  without  allowing  himself  to  become  decisively 
engaged.  During  tho  course  of  the  day,  two  LOH's  were  damaged  by  ground 
fire  and  one  observer  slightly  wounded.  Numerous  Tac  Air  and  Cobra  strikes 
were  used  in  support  of  friendly  troops. 

1st  Squadron  assumed  operational  control  over  D/2-28th  Inf  which  was  air¬ 
lifted  in,  resupplied,  aid  pushed  through  another  base  enmp  area.  During 
this  action,  B/l/llth  ACR  wounded  and  captured  on  NVA  1SG  who  was  evacuated 
to  tho  Regimental  CP  ?.t  LAI  KHE,  la  tor  in  the  day,  B/l/llth  ACR  encountered 
SA  fire  at  XT553521.  They  pushed  through  tho  resistance,  killing  20  NVA  and 
capturing  an  NVA  officer,  RON  locations  for  tho  night  of  19  March  wero: 
B/l/llth  ACR  (XT549533);  D/l/iith  ACR  (XT573 523 ) ;  end  D/2-28th  Inf  was 
slit  evenly  betwoon  the  above  elements. 

3rd  Squadron  shiftod  its  fopets  to  strengthen  each  element.  I/3/l 1th  ACR 
sent  a  platoon  north  to  A/l-5th  Cav(-)  as  well  as  a  platoon  to  Tin  H,  In 
exchange,  Th  H  released  a  platoon  of  tanks  (only  three  as  two  had  been  hit 
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during  the  18  IJarch  firefight,  to  L/3/llt.  AC?.,  giving  the  reconnaissance 
troop  the  firepower  which  it  had  lacked  the  previous  dear* 

Upon  completion  of  tho  realignment  of  forces,  the  sweeps  were  renewed  in 
earnest.  Each  RIF  element  employed  reconnaissance  by  fire  and  other  tech¬ 
niques  hoping  to  make  contact  with  the  enemy.  The  CIDG  returned  to  OFCON 
ACT  and  again  departed  the  rubber  into  an  ere  a  east  of  the  ‘ilchelin  vie 
XT5957. 

At  1045,  fta  M  received  sporadi  c  small  arms  fire  and  returned  fire,  but  could 
not  maintain  the  contact.  A  sweep  cf  the  urea  resulted  in  1  NVA  KIA,  There 
were  no  US  casualties. 

At  112C  ,eurs,  Tb  H  received  SA  and  ;  i-G  fire  and  by  rapid  and  aggressive 
reactici  was  able  to  kill  5  NVA  while  suffering  only  1  casual  tv.  A  sweep 
of  the  contact  area  vie  XT584545  resui:  .  d  in  3  110-47*3,  2  RPCL2  RL*s,  10 
RP&-2  rds  with  boosters,  9  Chi  com  gren:des,  1  US  grenade,  1  82mm  mort*r  rd, 
and  assorted  web  gear. 

At  1155  hours,  elements  of  A/2-28th  Inf  tasked  with  security  for  the  AVLB*s 
received  several  RPG  rounds  vie  XT6C4515.  Ihe  volume  of  return  fire  silenced 
tho  enemy,  but  the  infantry  unit’s  strength,  mission,  and  lack  of  mobility 
precluded  its  sweeping  the  area.  Aerial  VR  could  not  generate  further 
contact  or  identify  any  results  of  the  return  fires. 

RIF* 3  continued  and  many  bunkers,  most  of  which  were  rolativelv  new,  were 
discovered  and  destroyed  without  further  contact.  At  1300  hours,  the  3rd 
Squadron  S~2  and  tho  Regimental  Intelligence  Officer  (CO,  541st  7ID)  drew 
heavy  muchinegun  fire  from  several  .,51-aal  muchineguns  located  vie  XT5545S6, 
while  coducting  an  aorial  VR  along  the  edges  of  the  :3.chelin.  Ihe  aircraft 
applied  evasivo  tactics  and  returned  fire  as  it  evacuated  tho  area. 

At  1500  hours,  the  Regimental  Conmander  mo'*ed  3rd  Squadron  elements  north 
out  of  the  rubber  to  BUICK  from  which  the  Squadron  would  initially  form  a 
blocking  force  to  cover  planned  E-52  strikes  to  be  conducted  that  night. 

1st  Squadron  was  moved  into  the  3rd  Squadron  AO  and  assumed  responsibility 
for  FSB  DOC. 

Although  forces  were  well  positioned  for  the  redeployment,  resupply  require¬ 
ments  slowed  inmec' late  repositioning,  because  the  train* s  areas  remained 
in  the  previous  A0*s.  Ihe  RIF  missions  wore  terminated  and  all  torms  moved 
to  their  resupply  points.  As  each  arrived  at  their  resupplv  points,  vehicles 
wero  refueled,  maintenance  checks  performod,  and  personnel  fed.  When  resup¬ 
ply  was  completed,  the  units  moved  toward  their  new  objective  areas. 

ACT  returned  the  CIDG  Co  to  3rd  Squadron  0PC0N  for  the  night,  leaving  it 
vie  XT564565  where  3rd  Squadron  would  pick  it  up  during  the  northward  move 
toward  BUICK,  A  SPOOKY  was  called  in  to  support  the  3rd  Squadron  *s  move 
north,  because  it  would  be  long  after  dork  before  ell  elements  would  reach 
BUICK.  The  CIDG  continued  moving  north  unt*l  the  mounted  elements  would 
catch  up  with  them. 
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At  1845  hours,  as  the  CIDG  Co  mre.  ed  v:‘.c  XT563569,  they  reported 

seeing  a  relatively  good-sized  group  of  NVA  moving  south  toward  them  vie 
XT562572.  The  CIDG  established  a  hasty  ambush  with  fireteam  support 
orbitting  2  km  to  the  south.  At  1915  hours,  the  ambush  was  sprung  and  the 
CIDG  Co  killed  3  NVA,  capturing  their  weapons  and  equipment.  Contact  was 
established  and  maintained  while  supporting  elements  piled-on,  Ha  M  and 
Tk  L  deployed  0:1  lino  and  begaji  to  sweep  north.  Although  the  sweep  was 
conducted  after  dark  with  headlight  and  SPOOKY  illumination,  good  pursuit 
accounted  for  10  more  NVA  KIA  and  1  NVA  (WIA)  CIA. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  their  northward  move,  but  at  2050  hours  the  march 
was  halted  abruptly.  Intelligence  gathered  by  Regiment  dictated  a  differ¬ 
ent  der" -yment  omd  adjustments  were  to  forthcoming.  Every  unit  was 
direct.-  to  hold  in  position  for  the  night.  3rd  Squadron  elements  and  the 
CIDG  Co  .  earned  a  common  NDP  perimeter,  on d  Ik  H  returned  to  the  resupplv 
point  to  AON. 

e.  20  inarch  I960:  During  the  night,  intelligence  information  was 
disseminated  necessitating  tho  return  of  1st  Squadron  to  its  previous  AO 
to  continue  its  westward  and  northwestward  RIF  through  the  rubber,  and  that 
3rd  Squadron  would  remain  in  its  old  AO  end  move  southward  throughout  the 
day.  All  elements  hod  the  mission  of  finding  the  enemy,  generating  an 
engagement, .  and  destroying  ba.se  comps  found  onroute. 

There  were  three  B-52  strikes  to  the  northea.st  of  the  I'lchelin  early  on  the 
morning  of  20  March,  Tho  Regiment  was  responsible  for  the  BDA  of  tho  two 
western  most  boxes.  At  first  light,  Cobra  team,  one  white  team,  and  the 
Aero  Rifle  Platoon  began  a  BDA  of  the  strike  oreas.  Their  aeri'l  BDA  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  western  most  box  was  the  most  lucrative  target.  At  1132  hours, 
the  ARPfs  and  the  'UNH  THANH  CIDG  Co  wore  inserted  and  several  large  base 
camps  were  discovered  in  the  area.  The  ARP’s  were  soon  in  heavy  contact  in 
an  active  base  cai^p  which  had  not  been  hit  by  the  B-52  strikes  the  night 
before  end  were  engaged  and  pinned  down  by  intense  fire,  suffering  several 
casualties.  At  1426  hours,  upon  request  of  the  ACT  Comander,  tho  3rd  Squad¬ 
ron  Commander  immediately  moved  Tk  A  toward  the  ARP  contact.  Within 
minutos,  he  added  a  platoon  of  tanks  from  Tk  M,  which,  with  a  white  element 
overhead,  was  directed  to  join  Toam  A  as  soon  as  possible.  The  multi-reaction 
was  rapid  and  the  tank  platoon  caught  Ik  A  as  it  turned  southward  and  passed 
them  at  this  point  in  order  to  load  the  reaction  force  down  a  trail  to  the 
BDA.  site,  Multiple  Cobra  airstrikes  covered  the  ARPfs  without  furtor  damage 
being  sustained  and  L0H!s  provided  modi vac  support  until  tho  arrival  of  Tk  A, 
now  consisting  of  platoon  each  of  tanks,  ACAVTs,  and  infantry. 

Upon  cxrival  of  Ha  A  in  the  BDA  area,  the  Squadron  Connander  placed  the 
reaction  force  0FC0N  ACT.  The  enemy  base  c:mp  was  located  in  a  wooded  are^ 
and  the  terrain  around  it  was  relatively  clear  of  dense  vegetation. 

As  tho  armorod  vehiclos  approached  the  ARP’s,  some  of  the  ARP*s  were  able 
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to  reinforce  Dn  A.  Die  tanks  jut  a  swath  ; round  the  woods,  and  Dn  A  began 
sweeping  baa1:  and  forth  through  the  wooded  are1?  between  the  swath.  On  its 
first  pass  tirough  the  area,  it  came  under  intense  small  arms  and  RPG  fire. 

Die  tank  platoon  leader's  vehicle  was  the  first  target  and,  although  a  RPG 
splash  caught  the  lieutenant  in  the  face  and  blinded  him,  he  continued  the 
sweep.  His  tank,  however,  fell  into  a  bomb  ^crater,  removing  it  from  furter 
action.  Heavy  RPG  fire  quickly  knocked  out  three  other  tanks. 

Die  one  reaxining  tank  .plus  ACAVfs  and  infantry  node  one  more  attack  through 
a  portion  of  the  well  fortified  base  comp.  By  this  time,  control  among  the 
elements  cn  the  ground  had  become  critical.  Die  one  remaining  tank  no  longer 
hcd  radic  communi cation.  Dierefore,  the  Squadron  Commander,  who  had  replaced 
the  AC?  (0  when  he  had  to  refuel,  lnra-d  to  take  command  for  one  final  attack 
against  'ho  remaining  hard  core  of  iho  base  camp.  He  positioned  the  tank  in 
the  cenivT,  flanked  it  with  ACAV’s,  and  placed  the  infantry  on  line  to  the 
rear.  For  control,  he  mounted  the  back  deck  of  the  tank  and  used  hand  signals 
to  control  the  attack.  Halfway  throng  the  base  crmp,  the  Squadron  Commander 
Vas  hit  by  fragments  from  on  enemy  hand  grenade,  but  continued  directing  the 
operation.  On  the  return  sweep,  the  attacking  force  retraced  its  steps 
through  the  base  crmp  past  the  two  burning  tanlcs  which  had  already  exploded 
and  one  which,  though  burning,  had  not  vet  exploded. 

It  was  very  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  when  enemy  fire  subsided,  Dn  A  pulled 
back  to  the  area  it  had  been  using  as  an  LZ  and  prepared  to  RON  for  the  night. 
Dustoff  missions  continued,  £he  ARP’s  were  extracted,  the  tank  in  the  bonb 
crater  was  recovered,  and  the  NDP  was  established  in  a  tight  and  well-dug 
perimeter.  Diere  hod  been  no  enemy  sighted  fleeing  the  contact  area. 

Minor  contacts  elsewhere  continued  as  late  as  1900  hours  when  the  remaining 
.two  tanks  from  H/3/l  1  th  ACR  engaged  5  NVA.  Die  violent  nature  of  the  after¬ 
noon’s  contact  made  any  appraisal  of  enemy  losses  impossible  that  night.  As 
such,  only  two  NVA  KIA's  were  reported,  although  73  more  would  be  found  the 
next  morning  in  the  enemy  bunkers.  US  losses  were  2  KHA  (1  ARP  end  1  L 
Troop)  and  20  WHA  (only  two  seriously),  all  of  whom  were  evacuated. 

When  the  3rd  Squadron  Ctamonder  joined  the  forces  on  the  ground  during  the 
BDA,  the  Squadron  S-3  assumed  command  of  the  other  elements  of  the  Squrjdron 
not  involved  in  the  contact  end  continued  to  accomplish  the  original  OPIAN 
which  called  for  an  afternoon  resupply  around  1600  hours,  then  movement  of 
Dn  H  to  join  the  CIDG  Co  at  DODGE  and  finally  the  joining  of  Tin  L  rnd  Dn-M 
(now  with  only  one  tank  platoon)  vie  0IDS  for  the  night. 

Diere  were  no  contacts  during  the  afternoon  involving  the  remainder  of  the 
Squadron.  Dn  L  at  1515  hours,  however,  found  an  abandoned  base  camp  at 
XT562545.  Its  search  yielded  4,000  lbs  rice,  50  82mm  mortar  rds,  1  120fam 
mortar  tube  and  tripod,  44  120  mortar  rds,  30  Chicoe  hrenades,  2  bicycles, 

10  107tam  rockets,  50  charges  for  12Qnm  mortar  rds,  and  assorted  gear  and 
documents.  At  1550  hours,  Dn  M  located  a  base  emp  vie  XT570540.  Its 
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search  yielded  3,000  lbs  rice,  9  Chico:,  grei  .doc,  7  RP&-2  rds,  7  6Cfcnn  mortar 
rds,  and  1  12.7  HMG.  As  each  team  co  .olotod  swooping  the  base  carp  it  was 
in,  they  started  back  to  the  resupply  point  about  1600  hours.  Each  tear, 
resupplied  and  headed  back  to  the  north. 

Ta  H  was  the  first  to  depart  and  headed  to  Vendezvous  vie  DODGE  with  the 
CIDG  Co  which  had  been  led  out  of  the  B-52  BDA  aro^.  by  an  ACT  LOH,  Shortly 
after  Ta  H*s  departure  north,  Tn  M  completed  resupply  and  started  north  to 
bypass  the  same  north/south  stream,  head  south  and  eventually  rondozvous  with 
Ta  L  at  OIDS  to  RON  in  an  embush/blo eking  position  for  the  night.  Ta  L  was 
late  in  returning  t9  resupply  due  t6  tho  extensive  base  camp  which  they  had 
found  and  destroyed.  Tn  L  passed  Ti i  K  just  north  of  the  resupply  point  as  it 
herded  n  and  Ta  M  headed  out. 

As  Th  M  approached  what  was  to  become  their  night  RON  position  about  1815 
hours,  "they  ccne  under  sporadic  SA  f:>r  from  the  west  across  the  streamline. 
Ta  M  returned  fire  and  for  about  thirty  minutes  ripped  up  the  area  with  AW 
fire.  Ihe  NVA  ceased  fire  and  withdrew. 

Ua  L  resupplied  and  departed  the  supply  point  at  1830  hours  and  headed  north 
to  join  Th  M  in  tho  area,  of  its  just  terminated  contact  and  RON  in  that 
position.  As  darkness  fell,  a  SPOOKS  was  called  in  to  support  end  DEFCON* s 
were  called  in  for  adjustment  to  strengthen  defense  of  the  RON  positions, 
especially  in  the  Tn  A  area,  of  contact. 

By  2045  hours,  Ta  L  rendezvoused  with  Ta  M  and  all  aircraft  had  to  depart 
the  area  due  to  a  B-T2  strike  being  placed  several  kilometers  north  of  the 
MLchelin  by  the  1st  Cc.v  Div  (AM).  At  2100  hours  vie  XT584555,  Tn  H*s  AP3 
spotted  and  engaged  three  to  four  Wl A  moving  to  the  west.  SA  and  RPG  fire 
was  returned  wounding  one  US  trodpor;  one  US  troopor,*  one  NVA  was  KH  (BC). 
Illumination  by  SPOOKY  resulted  by  2145  hours  of  the  Ta  M  and  Ta  L  NDP. 

DEFCON  adjustment  continued  and  upon  its  completion,  the  situation  remained 
uneventful  for  the  remainder  of  tho  night. 

At  200745  Mar,  D/l/llth  ACR  moved  out  of  its  RON  position  to  join  B/l/llth 
ACR  for  a  sweep  of  B  Troop’s  contact  area  tho  night  before  D  Company  and 
B  Troop  were  joined  by  1st  Pla.t/91 9th  Engineer  Company  and  as  they  swept 
toward  the  west,  the  engineers  destroyed  previously  Ideated  base  comps. 

1st  Squadron  RON  positions  for  the  night  of  22  a’orch  were:  B/l/llthiACR 
and  one  plat/D/2-28th  Inf  at  XT526548  and  C  and  D/l/llth  ACR  and  D/2- 28th 
Inf  (-)  at  XT548537. 

f.  21  March  1969:  By  oorly  morning,  the  11th  ACR(-)  had  lost  the 
southern  half  of  its  AO  within  the  MLchelin  and  1st  Sqrdron  moved  into  what 
had  beea  3rd  Squadron's  AO.  3rd  Squadron  pulled  back  to  FSB  DOC  to  stand- 
down  for  a  day  ponding  further  developments.  This  exchange  was  expedited 
and  1st  Squadron  novod  into  tho  AO  via  one  of  the  AVLB's  secured  by  a 
plnt/A/2-28th  Inf  and  proceeded  to  FORD  (XT5757).  During  the  move,  1st 
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Squadron  received  OPCON  H/2/llth  ACR(-),  and  the  l.INH  THANH  CIDG  Co  was 
released  from  OPCON  and  were  airlifted  to  their  base  camp.  Early  that 
afternoon,  a  squadron  (-)  laager  was  established  at  XT566570  for  resupply. 

2a  A,  still  OPCON  to  ACT,  swept  the  previos  day's  contact  area.  Still  con¬ 
figured  with  the  two  remaining  tanks  from  fy*3/l1th  ACR,  the  platoon  of  ACAV's 
from  I/3/l  1th  ACR,  and  its  own  platoon  of  infantry.  Tm  A  conducted  a 
systematic  search  of  destruction  of  the  base  camp.  Bv  0930  hours,  the  camp 
had  been  destroyed  and  the  results  yielded  75  KIA  (BC),  24  AK-47  rifles,  4 
AK-50  rifles,  20  SKS  rifles,  and  80  bunkers  destroyed.  Many  destroyed 
bunkers  from  the  previous  day's  activity  still  remained  which  were  not  dug 
up  due  to  the  extent  of  damage  to  them.  In  all  probability,  these  bunkers 
would  h  re  yielded  more  bodies  and  weapons. 

ACT  aircraft  led  2n  A  back  to  FSB  DOC.  Upon  its  arrival  at  FSB  DOC,  untask¬ 
ing  was  completed,  returning  all  plains  to  their  parent  headquarters.  3rd 
Squadron  remained  in  this  status  until  23  March  when  it  was  alerted  to 
depart  the  MLchelin  Area  and  return  south  to  AO  BOOTS. 

Because  of  heavy  bat*:le  damage,  only  three  LOH's  were  available  operation. 

A  Cobra  fireteam,  the  Troop  Commander,  and  the  remaining  LOH's  made  a  recon¬ 
naissance  of  the  previous  day's  contact  area  and  oirstrikes  were  directed 
against  the  enemy  fortifications.  During  the  afternoon,  all  aircraft  returned 
to  BIEN  HOA  for  a  maintenance  standdown.  Tac  Air  and  the  ACT  accounted  for 
4  KBA  for  the  day. 

g.  22  March  1969:  At  first  light,  two  LOH's  were  sent  northeast  of  the 
rubber  plantation  to  develop  areas  for  R-52  strikes.  Because  of  the  number 
of  I/)H  aircraft  available,  two  UH-IH's  were  sent  into  the  area  to  fly  in  a 
scouting  capacity.  One  of  the  LOH's  spotted  what  appeared  to  be  a  group  of 
NVA  litter  cases  being  evacuated  from  the  area.  C/l/llth  ACR  and  one  plat 
D/l/llth  Acr,  diverted  in  support  of  ACT  operations,  immediate^  moved  into 
the  area  and  a  heavy  contact  ensued  at  1430  hours.  The  tank  platoon  killed 
2  NVA  in  a  brief  engagement  at  XT5957  and  C/l/llth  ACR  established  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  NVA  force  at  XT6062,  killing  8  NVA  by  1 500  hours. 

Other  1st  Squadron  elements,  who  were  pushing  out  of  the  northeast  tip  of 
the  MLchelin  Plantation  and  moving  along  a  trace  to  the  northeast  (XT5905^0  - 
XT590580)  to  sweep  P/3/llth  ACR's  area  of  contact  on  20  March,  continued, 
south  te  vie  XT598577  where  they  found  14  NVA  KBA,  These  elements,  cutting 
their  BDA  short,  turned  around  and  oriented  NNE  to  sweep  through  c/l/llth 
ACR(+)'s  contact  area  and  to  the  edge  of  the  MINH  THAN  Plantation  vie  FOX 
(XTS23647). 

Aero  Scouts  of  the  ACT  provided  MEDIVAC  support  for  the  ground  elements  in 
contact  and,  with  the  increased  firepower  of  an  extra  M-60  MG,  screened  the 
flanks  of  the  contact  to  prevent  enemy  exfiltration  from  the  are^..  Two 
LOH's  and  one  UIU1H  were  damaged  by  ground  fire,  resulting  in  1  KHA  and  3 
VHA.  The  result  of  the  day's  action  was  34  NVA  KIA/KBA  and  3  NVA  PW's. 
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h,  23  March  1969;  The  ACT  attempted  to  mnuire  tnrpets  in  the  area 
between  the  Michelin  a.id  Ho  MID”  iilADII.  C/l/llth  ACR,  OFCOii  to  ACT,  had 
light  contact  during  the  morning,  and  ACT  was  unsuccessful  in  generating 
targets.  later,  all  1st  Squadron  elements  resupplied  and  moved  into  blocking 
positions  between  the  MINH  THANH  and  Michelin  Floatations.  At  1800  hour3, 
the  1st  Squadron  established  four  laager  ambush  positions  along  the  MINH 
THANH/Michelin  Road  in  the  following  configuration:  D/l/llth  ACR  at 
XT623644;  H/2/llth  ACR  at  XT590602;  and  B  and  C/l/llth  ACR  at  XT60761  5 

with  AP»s  between  the  RON  positions. 

i.  24  -  25  March  1969:  Oi  24  March,  the  1st  Squadron  (+)  moved  out 
of  their  blocking  positions  and  moved  through  the  Michelin  and  then  east 
along  the  "great  swath"  (XT794545  -  XT614523)  to  a  RON  location  vie 
XT788542.  At  the  same  time,  How/1 /l 1th  ACR  extracted  from  FSB  THUNDER  II 
(XT7S3557)  and  moved  to  FSB  HOLIDAY  INN  .(XT909335).  On  25  March,  1st  Squad¬ 
ron  ir.  d  to  LAI  KHE  and  combat  el  err.*'  ,:tc  moved  to  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  to 
conduc.  beration  OMEGA. 

10.  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  ENEMY  LC  ‘r-rS; 

a.  Ground  Elements : 


UNIT 

12 

18 

12 

22 

21 

22 

22 

24 

TOTAL 

B  Trp 

1 

20 

O 

> 

24 

C  Trp 

1 

9 

10 

D  Co 

21 

2 

23 

D/2-28th  Inf 

0 

H  Co 

6 

5 

1 

12 

L  Trp 

4 

2 

21 

27 

M  Co 

34 

10 

30 

74 

A/1 -5th  Cav 

4 

21‘ 

25 

CIDG 

2 

3 

1 

6 

ARP's 

1 

1 

1-4th  Cav 

1 

1 

Arty 

5 

5 

TOTAL  KIA  (BC) 

73 

40 

78 

12 

5 

208 

Air  Elomonts: 

UNITS 

12 

11 

12. 

2fi 

21 

22 

22 

24 

TOTAL 

Tac  Air 

3 

10 

6 

10 

3 

17 

1 

50 

ACT 

27 

36 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

77 

KBA  (FOSS) 

21 

5 

9 

5 

40 

PW»s 

5 

3 

3 

11 

c.  Total  Ehemy  Losses:  335  NVA  KIA  (BC),  40  NVA  KIA  (FOSS),  and  11 
NVA  FV*s  and  77  individual  weapons,  11  crow-served  weapons,  10  107c..  rockets, 
1  120nm  mortar,  159  mortar  rounds,  and  6  tons  rice. 
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11.  COMBAT  SUPPORT: 


a.  Artillery: 

(1 )  The  following  units  provided  direct  or  general  support  during 
Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE: 


DIRECT  SUPPORT 

How/1 /1 1th  ACR  (l5Snm) 

B  Co,  8th  Eh,  6th  Arty  (l55nm) 
D  Co,  1st  Eh,  5th  Arty  (10 5mm) 


GENERAL  SUPPORT 

A  Co,  3rd  Bn,  197th  Arty  (155mm) 
B  Co,  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  (105mm) 

F  Co,  8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  (4.2-in) 


On  17  x  r."ch,  B/8-6th  and  D/l-5th  Arty  moved  to  FSB  DOC  (XT617521)  to  provide 
direct  support  to  1st  and  3rd  Squadron*  during  their  RIF*s  in  and  around 
the  Michelin  Rubber  Plantation.  Cb  "  March,  How/l/llth  ACR  moved  to  FSB 
THUNDER  II  (XT78355B)  to  provide  dire oo  artillery  support  to  the  3rd 
Squadron  in  their  operations  in  the  southeastern  Michelin. 


/ill  tubes  remained  in  place  for  the  duration  of  the  operation.  Coverage 
of  the  AO  was  adequate.  Ground  elements  were  never  out  of  range  of  the 
155nn  Self-Propelled  M-109Ts. 

(2)  Typos  of  Missions:  Artillery  fired  ann  aggressive  intelligence 
target  program  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  AO,  accounting  for  43$  of 

the  total  rounds  fired  during  the  operation.  The  general  support  battery, 
A/3-1 97th  Arty,  took  :n  active  part  in  this  phase.  Although  clearances 
within  the  Michelin  were  difficult  to  obtain,  close  support  and  contact 
missions  fired  from  FSB  DOC  accounted  for  45$  of  the  total  rounds  expended 
during  the  operation. 

(3)  Timeliness  and  Effectiveness:  Due  to  bloc  clearances  from 
ARVN  authorities,  timeliness  was  satisfactory  in  most  of  the  AO.  No 
significant  problems  wore  encountered  in  coordinating  clearances  with 
other  US  commands. 


Artillery  fire  in  the  rubber  and  jungle  was  moderately  ef'ectivo.  155mm 
rounds  with  delay  fuses  penetrated  the  rubber  canopy  and  jungle  upper 
canopy,  but  was  ineffective  against  bunkors  and  tunnels. 

(4)  Nov  Techniques:  None. 

b.  Air  Force : 

(1)  0-1:  The  0-1  compiled  93.0  flying  hours  during  Operation 
ATLAS  WEDGE. 


MISSION  l  SORTIES 

21 
11 
32 
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areas  to  flush  then  into  the  open.  Although  the  CS  caused  some  movement 
into  the  open  by  enemy  personnel  in  the  drop  area,  the  overall  effect  was 
not  entirely  satisfactoiy.  Strong  inversion  conditions,  particularly 
prevalent  during  the  hours  1130  to  1330,  caused  the  agent  to  rise  and 
dissipate  rather  than  stay  in  the  area  and  diffuse. 

(2)  The  Detachment  provided  one  officer  (the  Detachment  Commander) 
as  OIC  of  the  CP  at  BXEN  HOA.  This  measure  facilitated  smoother  control 
and  communication  with  units  of  the  Regiment. 

d.  Ehgineer: 

(l)  General:  On  17  March,  J,vie  Regimental  Commander,  S-3,  and 
Elgin-..-  r  performed  a  detailed  reconnaissance  of  the  proposed  AO.  The 
route  to  the  Michelin  from  FSB  THUNDER  II  over  the  "great  swath"  was  found 
to  be  suitable  if  a  AVIB  was  enplacec  t  XT613521.  Reconnaissance  cl  so 
determined  that  with  minimal  site  p. .  l  nation,  the  Michelin  could  be 
exited  from  the  ncrih  or  east.  During  the  visual  reconnaissance,  exten¬ 
sive  enemy  activity  was  observed  within  the  plantation. 

On  18  March,  the  Regimental  Eigineer  and  two  sweep  elements  were  air 
assaulted  orto  the  route  west  of  FSI?  THUNDER  II  where  the  road  could  not 
be  paralleled.  At  each  of  the  four  locations  swept,  mine  detectors 
checked  out  the  culvert  sites  and  routes  from  the  side  of  the  road  to 
the  culverts.  A  ford  was  checked  for  mines  at  XT615523  and  the  AVLB 
site  was  also  swept.  No  mines  were  found. 

The  1st  Squadron  was  accompanied  by  the  tank  and  two  engineer  squads  from 
the  1st  Plat/91 9th  Eigr  Co.  The  3rd  Squadron  was  supported  by  one  squad 
of  engineers.  1st  Platoon  was  attached  to  D/l/llth  ACR  for  most  of  the 
operation  and  aided  that  unit  considerably  for  security  and  vehicle 
recovery.  Upon  termination  of  the  operation,  the  1st  Platoon  swept  from 
the  Michelin  through  FSB  DOC  to  FSB  THUNDERII. 

The  CEV  joined  the  2nd  Platoon  at  FSB  DOC  on  20  March.  They  swept  the 
road  from  FSB  DOC  to  the  Michelin  daily  during  the  operation  to  secure 
supply  convoys.  On  the  final  day  of  the  operation,  the  2nd  Platoon  was 
air  assaulted  into  FSB  THUNDER  II  and  swept  the  "great  swath"  back  to 
FSB  DOC  at  critical  points  to  speed  extraction.  The  CEV  was  used  exten- 
sivly  os  a  doser  to  clear  fields  of  fire  and  to  prepare  the  berm  around 
FSB  DOC. 


(2)  froblem  Area: 

(a)  More  detailed  engineer  support  planning  at  Squadron  level 
should  precede  future  operations.  Although  attachod  to  troops,  engineer 
platoons  were  often  deniod  adequate  food  and  water  rations,  because 
insufficient  provision  was  made  for  their  requirements. 
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(b)  Chce  again  the  1-^-ton  crn-go  trailer  has  proved  inadequate 
for  tracked  operations.  0-*o  M548  >  eargfo  carrier  per  platoon  would 

ease  this  cross-country  molality  problem. 

(3)  Evaluation: 

(a)  The  combat  air  assault  of  engineer  sweep  teams  to  critical 
points  along  the  "great  swath”  expedited  the  march  to  contact,  allowing  the 
Regiment  to  run  up  a  good  body  count  on  the  first  day  of  the  operation. 

(b)  Vehicle  recovery  operations  were  facilitated  by  the 
engineer  tank  and  technical  advice  by  the  engineers. 

12.  £  :;G  ACTION/PSYCBOLOGICAL  WARKrtE:  None. 

13.  CO'.tBAT  SERVICE  SUPPORT: 
a.  Logistical  Support: 

(1 )  General:  Hie  Regimental  Trains,  which  consisted  of  the  field 
trains  of  the  1st  and  3rd  Squadrons  and  a  tenty-five  man  contact  tenm  from 
the  140th  Heavy  Maintenance  Company,  *:  v/ed  from  BIEN  HOA  to  LAI  KHE  in 
order  to  provide  logistical  support  to  units  participating  in  Operation 
ATLAS  WEDGE.  All  classes  of  supply  except  repair  parts  were  furnished 

by  1st  Infantry  Division  units  based  in  LAI  KHE. 

Although  maintenance  support  was  adequate,  recovery  and  evacuation  capabil¬ 
ities  were  severly  restricted.  It  Is  recommended  that  the  contact  team 
be  expanded  to  include  more  recovery  and  evacuation  capability  in  future 
operations  of  this  type. 

(2)  Itesupply:  Class  I,  III,  and  V  stockago  objectives  were 
increased  to  support  the  Regiment.  Even  with  these  increases,  however, 
there  were  several  instances  where  Regimental  logistical  vehicles  had  to 
wait  for  1st  Logistical  Command  convoys  to  reach  LAI  KHE. 

As  there  was  no  land  LOC,  CH-47  aircraft  accomplished  all  resupply  to  the 
combat  elements.  Approximately  35  sorties  were  flown  each  day  to  resupply 
organic  and  OPCON  units.  CH-47  assets  were  provided  by  II  FFV  Herdquarters. 

(3/  Bsrtinent  or  Unusual  Aspects  of  the  Operation:  Moving  the 
Regimental  logistical  base  from  BIEN  HOA  to  IAI  KHE  required  both  coordin¬ 
ation  with  1st  logistical  CcBmand,  29th  General  Aipport  Group,  and  1st 
Infantry  Division  and  also  re-otnaluation  of  lines  of  logistical  cosnuniccw 
tion.  Following  the  deployment,  however,  emphasis  centered  on  the  execution 
of  the  support  plan.  Control  and  allocation  of  resupply  aircraft  as  well 
as  maintenance  assets  were  the  two  major  areas  of  involvement. 
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(4)  Evaluation: 

(a)  lhe  Regimental  Trains  is  capable  of  moving  with  the 
combat  elements  and  providing  responsive  support  with  little  prior  notice. 

(b)  Commanders  at  all  levels  must  plan  their  resupply  as 
thoroughly  as  they  plan  their  tactical  operations.  On  two  occasions,  the 
momentum  of  the  attack  was  reduced  to  allow  combat  elements  to  resupply. 

(c)  Resupply  must  be  staggered  so  that  only  one- third  of 
the  combat  force  is  being  resupplied  at  ony  one  time.  This  process  leaves 
the  Commander  with  two-thirds  of  his  force  to  continue  combat  operations. 

b.  .  ignal : 

(1)  Radio  Nets  and  Telephone  Mrcuitr; y: 

(a)  Radio  Nets:  FM  radio  nets  were  used  in  accordance  with 
the  current  11th  ACR  SOI  with  no  special  purpose  nets  created  for  Operation 
ATLAS  WEDGE.  An  FM  automatic  retransmission/manual  relay  manned  by  Regi- 
montal  Communications  Platoon  personnel  atop  NUI  CHA.N  (Hill  837  vie  XUAN 
LOC),  although  not  created  for  ATLAS  rJIDGE,  found  considerable  use  because 
of  extended  operating  distances.  AM-RATT  communications  were  maintained 
between  the  CP  Rear  (BIEN  HOA)  and  CP  Forward  at  LAI  KHE,  In  addition 

to  operating  as  a  Rogimeivtol  Utility  Net,  between  Squadron  Headquarters  and 
Regimental  Headquarters,  the  net  relayed  teletypewriter  traffic  received 
by  the  serving  comma  i nations  center  at  BIEN  HOA  (53rd ‘Signal  Battalion 
MGC-1?)  to  the  Forward  CP.  Ihe  121st  Signal  Battalion,  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion,  provided  a  12  channel  VHF  radio  system  connecting  the  Regimental 
Rear  CP  at  BIEN  HOA  and  a  12  land  line  carrier  system  connecting  tho  CP 
to  the  VHF  complex  at  LAI  KHE. 

(b)  Telephone  circuits  beyond  normal  intra-CP  circuits 
were  as  follows: 


1  Regimuentcl  CP  (LAI  KHE):  Blackhorse  Forward  Swithch  - 
Danger  Main  (4  trunks);  Blackhorse  Forward  Switch  -  Blackhorse  Switch  BIEN 
HOA  (1  trunk);  Blackhorse  forward  Switch  -  Dynamite  Switch  (1  trunk);  S-3 
RTOC  -  G-3  DTOC  (hot  line);  S-2  RTOC  -  G-2  DTOC  (hot  line);  S-3  Air  RTOC  - 
G-2/3  Air  DTOC  (hot  lino);  S-3  RTOC  -  Air  Cav  TVp  Opns  BIEN  HOA  (hot  line): 
and  S-3  RTOC  -  Regimental  Command  Group  Operations  BIEN  HOA  (hot  line). 

2  Regimental  Rear  BIEN  HOA:  Blackhorse  Switch  -  Black¬ 
horse  Forward  Switch;  Blackhorse  Switch  -  Danger  Main  (2  trunks);  Blackhorse 
Switch  -  Hurricane  TOC  Switch  (2  trunks);  Biackhose  Switch  -  Plantation 
Stitch  (3  trunks);  Blackhorse  Switch  -  LONG  GIAO  Switch  (2  trunks);  Black- 
horse  &fitch  -  Flame  Switch  (l  trunk). 
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(2)  Communications  to  Higher  Headquarters:  Communications  to  the 
1st  Infantry  Division  to  which  the  Regime. -t  was  OPCON  was  accomplished  by 
FM  radio  in  both  a  secure  and  clear  text  mode  and  by  telephone.  Proximity 
to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Communications  Center  enabled  record  traffic 
to  be  picked  up  by  a  Regimental  motor  messenger  and  returned  to  the  Regi¬ 
mental  CP#  Because  elements  of  t  he  Regiment  continued  to  perfoim  missions 
OPCON  to  II  FFORCEV  (BHTAC)  and  CMAC,  an  AN/GRC-106  station  was  maintained 
on  an  on-caU  status  in  the  II  FFORCEV  SSB  Command  Net,  and  telephone  lici- 
was  made  as  required  through  the  trunking  previously  listed. 

(3)  Communication  to  Subordinate  and  OPCON  Headquarters:  Contact 
was  maintained  through  FM  secure  and  non-secure  radio  facilities.  In 
additv' i,  organic  squadrons  maintain- >'  a  duty  hour/on  call  station  in  the 
Regime  .:-l  Utility  RATT  Net.  Connuru. cations  to  trains  elements  were  made 
by  FM  radio  <and  local  telephone  lines. 

(4)  Special  Equipment: 

(a)  An  antenna  mast  AB-577,  a  telescoping  antenna  with  a 
multiple  ground  plane  antenna  was  used  during  the  operation.  Ihe  ease  and 
speed  of  erection  as  well  as  the  reduced  cleared  area  requirement  proved 
to  be  a  major  asset.  Far  fewer  cons  V. :.ints  were  imposed  relative  to  CP 
placement  by  eliminating  the  need  for  time-consuming  "gin-pole"  antenna 
erection  techniques  and  large  cleared  area  requirements.  An  extender  kit 
to  increase  the  height  of  the  antenna  would  definitely  prove  a  necessity 
in  heavily  forested  areas. 

(b)  Operation  of  the  AN/GRC-163  radio  system  was  also  attempted 
during  the  operation.  The  conjunction  with  the  system  operation,  a  special 
test  was  conducted  for  Electronics  Command  (ECOil)  representatives  at  USARV 

C-E.  This  test  entailed  the  erection  and  evaluation  of  a  telescoping  mast, 
AB-864,  in  lieu  of  rather  flimsy  masts  normally  issued.  In  addition  to 
being  far  sturdier,  these  antennas  provided  the  sane  advantages  enumerated 
in  para  (4)  (a)  above.  Channel  signalling  difficulties  (channel  ringing 
has  proved  to  be  a  weak  performing  sub-system)  precluded  operational 
use  of  the  GRG-163  system;  circuit  quality,  however,  was  excellent. 

14.  PERSONNEL  AND  ADMINISTRATION: 

a.  General:  During  the  period  17-23  March,  the  Jump  S.1  Section, 
consisting  of  one  officer  and  one  NCO,  displaced  to  LAI  KHE  to  provide 
liaison  between  the  Forward  Comand  Group  at  LAI  KHE  and  the  Regimental 
Adjutant  at  Blackhorse  Forward  in  BIEN  HOA.  The  Jump  S-1  Section  prepared 
all  correspondence  for  the  Command  Group,  reported  drily  personnel  statuses 
to  the  command,  made  recommendations  on  assignments,  and  coordinated  vdth 
G-1  and  the  Provost  Marshall,  1st  Infantry  Division,  on  awards,  visits, 
legal  problems,  and  natters  of  unifona  wear. 
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b.  Morale:  Arrangements  n.?jde  with  2-2  Infrr+iy  permitted  use  of  their 
officers1  and  EM  clubs. 

c.  law  and  Order:  Coordination  with  1st  Infantry  Division  G-1  and 
Provost  Marshall,  pertaining  to  11th  ACR  violations  of  1st  Division  uniform 
regulations  were  settled  to  everyones  satification.  There  were  no  disci¬ 
plinary  problems. 

d.  Casualties:  5  US  KHA  and  53  WHA,  There  were  3  WHA  in  other  11th 
ACR  units  not  involved  in,  the  operation. 
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AMEX  A 


Task  Organisation  Outline 


18  March 


B  Troop 
C  Troop 
B  Comoany 
Plat/r  '  Engr  Co 


3rd  Squadron 

L  Troop 
M  Company  (-) 

H  Company  (-) 
A/l-5?...  Cav 
A/2-^th  Inf 
Plat/ 91 9  Engr  Co 

19  March 


Add  D/2-28th  Inf  to  1st  Squadron. 


Regimental  Control 

How/1  /11th  ACR 
B/8-6th  Arty  (DS) 
D/8-6 th  Arty(-)  (DS) 
D/1 -5th  Art-  (DS) 
ACT 

MINH  THANH  CIDG 


21  Hrroh 

Delete  H(-)  and  CIDG  from  3rd  Squadron  and  Regimental  Control  respectively. 
Add  H(-)  to  1st  Squadron. 


22  March 


1st  Squadron 


3rd  Squadron 


1-4th  Cav 


Regimental  Control 


B  Troop  L  Troop 

C  Troop  M  Company  (-) 

D  Company 
H  Company  (-) 

D/2-28th  Inf 


C/1 -4th  Cav 
Plat/B/1-4 
A/1 -28th  Inf 
A/2-28th  Inf 


How/l/llth  ACR 
B/8-6th  Arty  (DS) 
D/8-6th  Arty(-)  (DS) 
D/l-5th  Arty  (DS) 
ACT 


On  22  March, 


3rd  Squadron  moved  back  to  AO  MUSTANG. 
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ANNEX  F 

3-11  ACR  -  ATI-AS  WEDGE 

IXp-fTn'c.  of  BDA  Contact  -  20  March  1969 


OpWNOtAm  AT  3  YIAK  MTRVAIS; 

Kcussm  Aim  n  run 

000  M  S300.Y0 


were  pinned 
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ANNEX  J 


HQ,  11th  Armd  Cav  Regt 
LAI  KHE  (XT769382)  HVN 
201300H  March  1969 


FRAGO  105  to  OPORD  4-68  (Operation  TOAN  THANG  PHASE  III)  (U) 


Task  Qrg 


TF 


‘  1/11 

1/11,  'V/  (-) 

B/l/ :  "av 

C/1/11  Cay 
D/1/11  Cav 
D/2-28  Inf 
nat/919  Bigr 


TF  3/11 
V"  Cav  (-) 
L/?/l1  Cav 
H/2/11  Cav  (-) 
M/3/l .  Cav  (-) 
A/l-j  Cav 
A/2-28  Inf 
nat/919  Bhgr 


TF  2/l1 
E/2/11  Cav 
F/2/11  Cav 


TF  MAXCN  (Base  Camp  Security)  TF  2-28  Inf  (-) 

C/2/11  Cav  B/2 -IS  Inf 

How/2/11  Cav  C/2-28  Inf 

naW2/l1  Cav  I/3/ll  Cav 

K/3/11  Cav 
Recon  nat/2-28  Inf 
HLat/919  Ehgr 
A/1-16  Inf 
Fiat/1/3/11  Cav 


Regt  Con 
Air  Cav  Trp 
8-6  Arty  DS 
B/l*7  Arty 
F/8-6  Arty 
B/8-16  Arty  (155)  DS 
D/1-5  Arty  (105)  DS 
Co  mm  THANH  CIDG 
(OPCCN  ACT  in  daytime 
OPCGN  3/11  at  night) 


1#  (C)  SITUATION 


a.  Eheuy  Forces:  See  SUPINTREP  11-69. 

b.  Friendly  Forces:  No  change. 

c*  Attachments  &  Detachments:  Task  Or g. 


2.  (C)  Mission:  11th  ACR  secures  BLACKHQRSE  Bose  Comp}  cont  overwatch  for 

DONG  BINH/BIEN  HOA  area)  conducts  RIF  and  NAP  opus  in  AO  MUSTANG;  conducts 
opn  ATLAS  WEDGE  to  destroy  enemy  in  AO  and  prevent  exfiltration  towards  SAIGON; 
cont  responsibility  for  defense  of  SONG  BE  Bridge,  secures  Ehgr  work  parties 
along  Routes  1  &  2)  cont  overvateh  of  20th  Btagr  Bde  opns  in  XUAN  DOC  area; 
places  one  Recon  lip  v/Sheridans  OPCON  CMAC;  places  Sqdn  (-)  v/2  Recon  Trps 
QPCON  BHTAC. 


ltlTMliMI  II1T - * 

mm  iniirri 
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FRAGO  105  to  OPORD  4-68  (Operation  TQAN  THANH  PHASE  III)  (U) 

3.  (C)  EXECUTION 

a.  Concept  of  Operations: 

(l )  Maneuver:  11th  ACR  continues  RIF,  NAP  &  C&S  opns  in  BLACKHORSE 
AO  with  TF  3/11,  TF  i/ll,  TF  MAXON,  TF  2-28  Inf  and  Regt  Air  Cav  Trp;  2/11 
Cav  (-)  v/2  Recon  Trps  OPCON  BHTACj  one  Recon  Trp  i/ll  Cav  OPCON  CMACj  TF 
MAXON  cont  overvatch  of  20th  Engr  Bde  opns  in  XUAN  LOC  area  &  security  of 
BLACKHORSE  Base  Camp*  TF  2-28  Inf  cont  responsibility  for  AO  MUSTANG,  ground, 
rocket  end  mortar  defense  of  BIEN  HOA/IONG  BINH  within  AO,  and  defense  of 
SONG  bridge;  TFl/ll  Cav  and  3/11  conduct  combined  opn  ATLAS  WEDGE  in 
sector  ,•  destroy  enemy  and  prevent  exf titration  from  the  Michelin  area 
towards  SAIGON. 


(2)  Fires:  No  change. 

b.  TFi/11: 

(1 )  Destroy  enemy  in  z  one. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  release  OF  JON  one  Recon  Trp  to  TF  3/ 1 1  ACR 
on  order. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  resume  opn?  in  AO  MUSTANG  on  order. 

c.  TF  3/11  Cav: 


(1 )  Destroy  enemy  in  zone. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  release  OPCON  H  Co  (-)  to  TF  2/11  ACR. 

(3)  Ee  prepared  to  assume  OPCON  one  Recon  Trp  from  TF  i/ll  ACR 
on  order. 

(4)  Be  prepared  to  resume  opns  in  AO  MUSTANG  on  order. 

(5)  Secure  FSB  DOC, 


d,  2-28  Inf: 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

BINH  area  in 

(4) 

(5) 


(7 
(8) 

(9) 

(10) 


Continue  responsibility  for  11th  ACR  missions  in  AO  MUSTANG. 
Conduct  RIF  and  NAP  opns  in  AO. 

Provide  for  ground,  rocket  and  mortar  defense  of  BIEN  HOA/LONG 
AO, 

Continue  defense  of  SONG  BE  Bridge. 

Provide  security  for  hanlet/village  elections  in  AO. 

Continue  security  of  Routes  Loai  and  Zinc. 

Continue  pacification  of  hamlets  in  AO. 

Provide  RRF  for  TAN  UYEN,  PHUOC  HOA,  and  SONG  BE  Bridge. 
Continue  security  of  convoys  on  Routes  Lead  &  Zinc. 

Be  prepared  for  opns  in  eastern  CATCHERS  MITT  on  order 
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e.  TF  MAXONt 


(1)  Continue  responsibility  for  BLACKHORSE  TAOR  &  TAOI  and  security 
of  BIACKHORSE  Base  Comp. 

(2)  Secure  Hhgr  work  parties  along  routes  1  &  2, 

(3)  Assume  overwatch  of  20th  Engr  Bde  opns  in  XUAN  IOC  area* 

(4)  Conduct  combined  opns  w/l8Inf  Div  AR7N  as  feasible. 


f.  Air  Cav  Trp:  Continue  current  mission. 

g.  Coordinating  Instructions:  DTRLAUTH. 


4.  (b,  &  LOG:  SOP. 

5.  (U)  Command  and  Signal:  FRAGO  eff  upon  receipt. 


PATTON 

COL 


ANNEX  A:  Opns  Overlay 
DISTRIBUTION:  Same  as  OPORD  4-68 
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ANNEX  K 


HQ,  11th  Aimd  Cav  Regt 
LAI  KHE  (XT769382)  RVN 
221200H  March  1969 


FRAGO  106  to  OPOHD  4-68  (Operation  TOAN  THANG  PHRASE  III)  (U) 
Task  Org 


IF  1/11 
1/1-1  r  v  (-) 
B/l/.  .  o.v 

C/l/ll  Cav 
D/l/ll  Cav 
H/2/11  Cav  (-) 
D?2-28  Inf 
Pat/919  Engr 


TF  3/11 

TF  2/11 

E/2/11  Cav 

TF  HAPONSKI 

3/11  Cav  (-) 

C/i/4  Cav 

1/3/11  Cav 

F/2/11  Cav 

A/1-28  Inf 

I/3/ll  Cav 

A/2-28  Inf 

m/3/11  Cav  (-) 
B/2-28  Inf 
Plat/919  Engr 

Flat/B/1/4  Cav 

TF  MAXGN  (Base  Camp  Security)  TF  2-28  Inf  (-) 

G/2/11  Cav  C/2-.-8  Inf 

How/2/ll  Cav  A/1 _ ! 6  Inf 

Plat/H/2/ll  Cav  1/3/11  Cav 

Recon  Plat/2-28  Inf 
Hat/H/3/1 1  Cav 
Plat/919  Engr 


Regt  Con 
Air  Cav  Trp 
8-6  Arty  (DS) 

B/1-7  Arty 
F/8-6  Arty 
B/8-6  Arty  (15:>) 
D/1-5  Arty  (105) 


1i  (C)  SITUATION 

a.  Ehemy  Forces:  See  SUPINTREP  11-69. 

b.  Friendly  Forces:  No  change. 

c.  Attachments  &  Detachments:  Task  Org. 


2.  (C)  MISSION:  11th  ACR  secures  BLACKHORSE  Base  Camp;  cont  overwatch  for 

LONG  BINH/BIEN  HOA  area;  conducts  RIF  and  NAP  opns  in  AO  MUSTANG*  conducts 
opn  ATLAS  WEDGE  to  destroy  enemy  in  AO  and  prevent  exfiltration  towards 
SAIGON;  cont  responsibility  for  defense  of  SONG  BE  Bridge;  secures  Engr 
work  parties  along  Routes  1  &  2;  cont  overwatch  of  20th  Ehgr  Bde  opns  in 
XUAN  LOC  area;  places  one  Recon  Trp  w/Serldans  OPCQN  CMAC;  places  Sqdn  (-) 
v/2  Recon  Trps  OPCON  BHTAC, 


tOWNGMM  AT  I  TUI  RUtKVMS; 

ncussro  aits  n  tub. 
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FRAGO  106  to  OPORD  4-68  (Operation  TCL'iN  TtiaiG  PHASE  III)  (U) 

3.  (C)  EXECUTION: 

a.  Concept  of  Operations: 

(1 )  Maneuver:  11th  ACR  conducts  RIF,  NAP  &  C&S  opns  in  BLACKHORSE 
AOw/TF  1/11  Cav,  TF  3/11  Cav,  TF  HAPONSKI,  TF  2-28  Inf  and  Regt  /dr  Cav  Trp, 
2/11  Cav  (-)  v/2  Recon  Trps  OPCON  BHTAC,  one  Recon  Trp  i/ll  Cav  OPCON  CT1AC, 

IF  MAXQN  cont  overwatch  of  20th  Ehgr  Bde  opns  in  XUAN  LOC  area  end  se  urity 
BLACKHORSE  Base  Camp;  TF  3/11  Cav  conducts  opns  in  and  assumes  responsibility 
for  AO  PflCTS  and  defense  of  SONG  BE  Bridge;  TF  2-28  Inf  assumes  responsibility 
for  AO  cont  responsibility  for  'round,  rocket  and  mortar  defenses  of 

BIEN  HU,  lONG  BINH  within  AO  SABER,  Ip'l/ll  Cav  and  TF  HAPONSKI  conduct 
combined  opn  ATLAS  WEE/GE  in  sector  to  destroy  enemy  and  prevent  exfiltration 
from  the  Michelin  area  towards  SAIGON. 

(2)  Plres:  No  change. 

b.  TF  1/11 : 

(1 )  Conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  OBJ  ORANGE. 

(2)  Continue  current  missions. 

(3)  Be  prepared  for  movement  back  to  AO  SADDLE  A/0  24  Mar  69. 

c.  TF  2/11 : 

d.  TF  3/1 1 : 

(1 )  Move  overland  from  FSB  DOC  to  AO  BOOTS  immediately. 

(2)  Assume  responsibility  for  AO  BOOTS. 

(3)  Assume  OPCON  l/3/ll  Cav  and  B/2-28  Inf  upon  closure  of  CP  at 
BANDIT  HILL. 

(4)  Be  prepared  to  conduct  combined  opns  w/5  Inf  Div  ARVN  with  one 
Re  con  Trp,  one  Tk  Plat  and  one  company  size  element  (-). 

e.  TF  HAPONSKI: 

(1 )  Conduct  search  and  destroy  opns  in  NE  MICHELIN. 

(2)  dear  in  order  0BJ*s  LILY,  ROSE  &  VIOLET.  Occopy  ROSE  & 

VIOLET  night  of  21-22  Mar  69  to  interdict  exfiltration  from  direction  of 
OBJ  ORANGE. 

(3)  Assume  OPCON  A/2-28  Inf  and  responsibility  for  security  of  FSB 
DOC  and  AVLB*s  in  vicinity. 

(4)  Be  prepared  to  assist  withdrawal  of  TF  i/ll  Cav  Thru  the  MICHELIN 
back  to  AO  MUSTANG. 
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FRAGO  106  to  OPORD  4^68  ((^oration  TOAN  TILING  PHASE  III)  (U) 

f.  TF  2-28: 

(1 )  Move  CP&HQ  elements  from  BANDIT  HILL  to  HOLIDAY  INN  Immediately# 

(2)  Release  OPCON  I  Trp  &  B  Co  2-28  to  TF  3/11  upon  closure  of  CP 
TF  3/11  at  BANDIT  HILL. 

(3)  Continue  current  missions. 

(4)  Be  prepared  to  establish  FSB  and  conduct  operations  in  Eastern 
CATCHERS  MITT  0/A  24  Mar  69. 

(5)  Assume  responsibility  for  AO  MUSTANG  less  AO  BOOTS, 

g.  ’  MAXON: 

h.  Air  Cav  Trp:  Continue  current  cission# 

i.  Coordinating  Instructions : 

(1)  Responsibility  for  AO  BOOTS  reverts  to  #/l1  Cav  upon  closure 
of  CP  at  BANDIT  HILL. 

(2)  DIRLAUTH. 

4.  (U)  ADMIN  &  LOG:  SOP 

5.  (U)  Command  &  Signal:  FRAGO  eff  upon  receipt. 


PATTON 

COL 


ANNEX  A;  Opns  Overlay  AO  MUSTANG 
ANNEX  B:  Opns  Overlay  ATLAS  WEDGE 

DISTRIBUTION:  Same  as  OPORD  4-68 

OFFICIAL 
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NOTE:  COPT  SOT  TO  SCALE 
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AO  TAW  IWi 
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ANNEX  B  X)P  OVBRLAX—  /ffl.Afl  WEDGE 
TO  JHAGO  • :  106  TO  OPORD  J»p48 

(  Campaign  TO  AN  THANG  PHASE  ni)  (  U) 
HAP  RELIEFS  1 :  50000 


HQ  11TH  ARMS  CAV  RBGT 
LAI  KHE  (  IT  769  3&2)  BVN 

221200  H  March  1969 
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DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  -  R  &  D 

(Sacurilf  elmaalileatlon  of  iilla,  body  of  abattmcl  and  Indantng  annotation  mutt  bo  ontorod  mb  on  tho  ororalt  report  it  rlatolllod) 

i.  Onicina ting  Ac ti vi Tv  (Corpora to  author) 

2o.  REPORT  SECURITY  C  l  A  *St  f  1C  A  T  IO» 

CONFIDENTIAL 

HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

2b.  CROUP 

4 

Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  Atlas  Wedge,  1 

1th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 

»•  AUTMOmilfJlr.1. 


•  Initial,  loot  naato) 


CO,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 


•  ■  REPORT  OATC 

15  Auaust  1969 


7*.  TOTAL  NO.  OP  PACO  7k.  NO-  OP  REPS 

43 


m.  omeiNATor*  report  numrcrisi 


